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An Appeal for Safety and Common Sense! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Board was recently contacted by a resident with the 
following account that the Board unanimously agrees is very 
disturbing: 
 

Dear Ponderosa Hills Board, 
 
I am writing to you as a concerned neighbor, an owner, 
and one very angry Mom.  
  
On Saturday, late afternoon, I heard two very distinct 
gunshots all too clearly. The second prompted me to ask 
my husband to check it out. When he did not return and I 
heard a third shot and then a fourth, I went to check in with 
him. He was in our back pasture. I took note of two things, 
husband was staying behind the cover of our barn and 
there was a doe down in the yard caddy corner to me. She 
was alive. As I approached my husband he told me to stay 
behind the barn as a bullet had whizzed by him. I watched 
the neighbor then walk across his yard and fire a hand gun 
(appeared to be a .22 revolver) at the doe’s head four 
more times and walk away. She did not die, prompting 
what I assume is the neighbor’s wife to come out and 
again shoot the deer in the head with the revolver twice 
more and she walked away. She wasn’t dead yet as when 
he and wife tried to grab her legs to pull her out of the 
pasture; she kicked out at them. He finally ended her 
misery slitting her throat. They then pulled the deer across 
their property and I realized that they had shot two deer 
(one was dead up by the house).  
  
Acreage or not, this is still a residential neighborhood and I 
am NOT OK with anyone firing a weapon (unless 
protecting self or property) or hunting anywhere near my 
property or even within Ponderosa Hills. I have children 
(they had been playing in our back pasture until just 30 
minutes before I heard the first shot) and I have animals. I 
have been hunting and know just how easy it is to “miss”. I 
have no issue with hunting (as long as it is done legally in 
a place deemed safe for hunting), I have no issue with 
folks owning guns. I have never had an issue with the 
neighbors and do not know them. I am not trying to cause 
a problem with my neighbors and wish no ill will towards 
them but I am not ok with their actions on Saturday or any 
hunting in our neighborhood! A weapon (two in this case) 
was fired 10 times within a relatively short amount of time. 
Any one of those shots could have hit a person, the horses 
two houses down, a house or beloved pet, never mind that 
it could easily have been my husband or CHILDREN!  
  
I bought my house 10 years ago as I felt Ponderosa Hills 
was a very safe neighborhood and would be ideal for my 
family. I liked the fact we had a (neighborhood association) 
that was for the owners and now I am hoping that 
(association) will hear me when I say there is nothing safe 
about hunting in most, if any, of our neighborhood. 

Message from the PHCA Board 
 
Ponderosa Hills is a beautiful area with acreage and 
wildlife. We may not always appreciate the abundance or 
variety of wildlife we have, especially when they are 
munching our roses. The animals however, are an 
important part of why our subdivision retains its country 
feel. Though not hunters ourselves, we can appreciate the 
sport of stalking and tracking an animal in the wild. We can 
also appreciate the need of some who may be looking to 
bag an animal to fill up meager stores. All that said, we 
don’t view our residential subdivision as either an 
appropriate or safe hunting area. Nor is it much sport or a 
demonstration of skill to shoot down animals who are so 
tame that they will stand only a few feet from people and 
who follow an established circuit in their travel each day. 
 
The recent incident reported to the Board involved long- 
time residents who shot two deer on their property. We 
fully acknowledge that this was not an illegal action: 
appropriate hunting licenses and tags were secured. 
However, in our opinion the residents demonstrated a very 
clear lack of sufficient regard for the safety of their 
neighbors. The neighbors were forced to take cover 
behind their barn as bullets whizzed by their heads.  
 
Luckily these residents have bagged their limit this year, 
but they are not the only PHCA residents who have 
licenses and tags to hunt here this season. We plead with 
you hunters; unless you never miss and can bring down 
your prey with a single shot, please exercise your sport in 
an area where you can safely discharge your weapon 
without endangering any person. We may have 3 and 4 
acre lots in our area but, as shown below, that is 
insufficient space to fully exhaust bullets from modern 
hunting guns. You might also try your hand at truly wild 
animals instead of the half tame ones around Ponderosa 
Hills. Think about the repercussions if you injure or kill a 
neighbor. We would not be able to think of this act as an 
accident. 

PLEASE, PLEASE BE SAFE, AND 
USE YOUR COMMON SENSE!! 

The ‘maximum projectile range’ tells you at what 
distances your firearm’s projectile could cause injury 
or damage to persons, animals, or objects.

SOURCE: Colorado State Hunter’s Education Course
 



Ponderosa News www.ponderosahills.org 4 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
  

potential modern family household units.  While 
this definition would be consistent with federal 
requirements for all protected classes and would 
therefore not unintentionally discriminate, that is 
not its only focus. This is a definition the County 
has created after considering a variety of other 
definitions and the approaches of numerous other 
jurisdictions. 
 
The word ‘habitually’ is used to place parameters 
on the duration of time a person resides in a 
dwelling.  If the make-up of a family in a 
neighborhood is changing constantly (e.g. daily) 
then it may be a situation worth further 
inquiry. Deleting that word would make the 
definition of family much broader.   
 
The proposed amendments will not change any 
single family home designation to become multi-
family homes. Nor will the proposed amendments 
change the ability for a neighborhood to have and 
enforce their own private covenants. Douglas 
County cannot advise you of what you may or may 
not be able to do through covenants or a 
lease. These are private contracts and you would 
need to seek legal advice from your own counsel. 
 
All comments received will be reviewed and 
forwarded to the Board of County Commissioners.” 

ISSUE: Group Homes 
 
At the end of September, considerable 
discussion arose in the neighborhood over the 
issue of “group homes” as they relate to 
Ponderosa Hills. To be clear, there is no known 
proposal to establish a new group home in 
Ponderosa Hills. Nor is Douglas County 
proposing a specific change to its Estate 
Residential zoning classification (the zoning for 
our neighborhood). Rather, the County is 
proposing to make what it characterizes as 
technical modifications to its overarching zoning 
code definitions to bring the code in line with 
federal requirements. Ultimately, the County’s 
intent to broaden its definition of a “family” drew 
particular attention from several PH residents, as 
the new definition does not specify a limit on the 
number of people, related or not, who might 
occupy a single-family residence and call 
themselves a “family”. 
 
Here is the County’s clearest, most recent 
explanation of its intent, as stated in an email 
from the Planning Department to the PHCA 
Board and other interested residents: 
 

“Any time the County limits the number of 
residents for a non-genetic family, we face the 
possibility of discrimination claims if we do not 
place the same limits on genetic families.  As a 
result, County staff is not proposing an absolute 
number limit for a family.  The County’s 
proposed definition of family is intended to be 
broad enough to cover the vast array of 

Decorate your mailbox in a 
winter or holiday theme! 
(Decorations must not interfere 
with mail delivery.) 
 
Judging will take place 
December 19-20  
(the weekend before Christmas).   
 
Prizes are awarded!!   

It’s Time for the 2015 
Holiday Mailbox 

Decorating Contest!! 
Once again, the Douglas County 
Conservation District has a wide variety of 
seedling trees for sale to landowners, to be 
planted for conservation uses such as 
windbreaks, shelterbelts, living snow fences, 
erosion control, wildlife habitat, and 
reforestation.   
 
Contact Pam at the Conservation District: 
303-688-2042 ext. 100   or 
DCCDistrict@gmail.com 

Order Seedlings for Spring!
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